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of the writer of Valuations. He remembers too well (with feelings akin to 

anguish) those many long months when he conducted the feature; when, 
frustrated by the laws of libel, he gnawed his fingers to the elbow ; and when, dazed 
by an ever-descending torrent of print, he vaguely wondered what, where and why— 
and especially why. 

But there is a fascination . . . he has been looking at annual reports, and although 
(good heavens !) more than nine years have passed since pp. 155-158 of vol. 31 of 
the Assistant, he is still wondering why. 

He is wondering why (1) truth is so elusive ; (2) there is such disparity between 
the fiction of text and the fact of figures ; (3) cannot the recommended form of L.A. 
statistics be everywhere used. (We all know this form tells us practically nothing, but 
mathematicians can prove that practically nothing is better than nothing.) And he is 
wondering why (4) the writing of English is a mystery to the alleged adult educators of 
t0-morrow (it is just as well, perhaps, that to-morrow continues to creep from day to 
day) ; (5) we are told that the book supply situation is both shocking and satisfactory, 
when it is neither ; (6) the typographical tigers of yesteryear are producing such appalling 
junk. He can understand why reports so rarely tell us about books themselves, for 
preoccupation with books is the sign of men who “ should never have been librarians, 
for they have misunderstood the whole purpose of public libraries” (vide L.A.R., 
May 1947, pp. 116-122). 

Really, he isn’t wondering why : he’s wondering how—how the heck do they get 
away with it ? 


Ts Hon. Editor considers it no part of his duty to encroach upon the province 


* * * 


The Borough Librarian of Dewsbury has for disposal spare copies of The Library 
Assistant for most months from January 1933. He will be pleased to send them to 
any person requiring copies, subject to refund of postage. He is anxious to obtain 
two copies of the title page and index to The Library Association Record, 1944, and 
would be glad to hear from any member with copies for disposal. 
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Council Notes 


HE Vice-President (Mr. W. H. Phillips) took the Chair at the third Council 
Meeting of the session on 15th May, and stated that the President was away 





















recuperating after an operation. The Council instructed the Hon. Secretary § #! 
to send best wishes to Mr. Marr for a complete and speedy recovery. The Council 
heard with regret that ill health had compelled Miss B. F. Nevard (Hon. Librarian § * 
during Mr. Twaits’ war service) to resign from the profession, and instructed the Hon, § “ 
Secretary to convey a message of sympathy to her. 

The Council approved the Press and Publication Committee’s recommendation that L 
authors’ royalties on new works or new editions published by the A.A.L. after 15th 
May, 1947, be increased to 10 per cent. on the sales of the first half of the first impression, 
20 per cent. on the sales of the second half, and 30 per cent. on the sales of copies printed B® 
in excess of the first impression. Rising costs compelled the Publications Committee 
to recommend that the price of the forthcoming edition of Sequels be increased to 
12s. 6d., but the Finance Committee recommended that the price be 15s. The 

* Council approved the recommendation of the Finance Committee. \ 

It was reported that the new edition of Hewitt’s Summary of Public Law was ready 
for the printer, but that the author preferred to delay sending his material until the 
new Local Government (Scotland) Bill had become law. The Publications Committe: 
further recommended that the feature “ Students’ Problems” be arranged by the 
Education Committee, and instructed the Hon. Editor to make available the necessary 
space in the Assistant. The Education Committee resolved that Dr. A. J. Walford} bi 
be asked to edit the feature on their behalf. Ir 

The Sub-Committee’s draft pamphlet on the A.A.L. was referred to the consideration) 4 
of the Council, which resolved that the Pamphlet be published forthwith. The Sub 
Committee appointed to consider means of lightening the work of the Hon. Offices) © 
reported that Mr. Twaits was prepared to continue as Hon. Librarian for a further 
year, and that it was continuing its enquiries. The Election Rules Sub-Committee w 
reported that a draft of the proposed Rules for the conduct of A.A.L. elections would kJ @ 
submitted to the Council in September. A new Sub-Committee, comprising the} 4! 
President, Miss Butler, Miss Willson (convener) and Mr. Helliwell, was appointed tof ™ 


draft a set of Model Rules suitable for any Division. bi 

The following resolutions were forwarded by the Council to the Library Association: § * 

“The A.A.L. Council are concerned at the lack of liaison between the profession} . 
and the educational bodies organizing classes in librarianship, and ask that steps may§ ™ 
be taken to recommend and sponsor tutors for all such classes.” 

“The A.A.L. Council endorse the proposed new scales of subscription to the 
Library Association.” 

“* Resolved to recommend that the Library Association should secure an agreement 
with all appropriate authorities enabling approved students in their employment to 
attend full-time library schools, by granting full leave of absence from the appropriate 
authority. Further, that unless and until such agreements are reached with the great 
majority of authorities, the Library Association do not limit the Registration 
Examination to one examination only, but continue to allow the three parts to be 
taken separately.” 
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“ That official support be given by the Library Association to the National Union of 
Students in their activities to ensure that tuition fees for all recognized university students 
be paid by the government.” 

“ Resolved to protest to the L.A. that the 1947 A.G.M. had been timed for 10 a.m. 
and to request that in future years this should be held in the afternoon.” 

The Hon. Secretary reported that he had requested the L.A. to make available to 
students and others the full Examiners’ Reports, and that this matter had been referred 
to the L.A. Education Committee. 

The Hon. Secretary’s action in submitting a letter to the Record on “ The 
Library Association and the young librarian ” was approved. 

Finally, it was reported that as there were no other nominations for the elective 
Office of Hon. Treasurer, Mr. E. A. Clough (Hull), who had been Acting Hon. Treasurer 
since January, was duly appointed. E. C. 


ae” 


Valuations 


Edmund V. Corbett 


RIDE of place among a host of leaflets and reports which have been received 

by the Assistant undoubtedly goes to the most tastefully produced pamphlet 

issued by the Sheffield City Libraries, as a guide to the Exhibition of Book- 
bindings by Walter Slinn, of Sheffield, arranged in the Central Library in October, 1946, 
Indeed, it can be classed as an example of library literature of the highest order; the 
quality of the paper and print and the two plates contained therein are a most welcome 
contrast to the duplicated booklists and the like, which so many libraries have 
been forced to issue in recent years. 

. Mr. Slinn is one of the few real artist-craftsmen left in the world of bookbinding 
whose work bears compariscn with that of such early masters as Jean Grolier, Vicomte 
d’Aguisy, Samuel Mearne and Roger Payne, and more recently, Cobden-Sanderson 
and Douglas Cockerell. The Sheffield pamphlet expresses the hope that the exhibition 
might spur on some young apprentice to study the work and methods of the famous 
binders of the past and to develop his skill and artistry in their grand tradition, as well 
as paying a tribute to the work of an artist-craftsman of Sheffield. 

The reproductions of Derbyshire beauty-spots on the front covers of the leaflets 
issued by Chesterfield in connection with their lectures on Derbyshire are most attractive 
and bring a whiff of the strong country air to the nostrils. They must surely arouse more 
interest than the two dignified yet stertotyptd lists from Bristol and Clydebank though 
these latter are more useful inasmuch as they give recommended reading lists on each 
lecture. In contrast to the three lists already mentioned the staid production of the 
Glasgow P.L. seems lifeless and unappealing. It is very noticeable that the printed 
material issued by many of our oldest and largest librar' ‘s the least attractive. On 
the other hand, the Paddington Lecture Lists, printed .. rather unusual Goudy 
type, are good examples of dignity coupled with attrac. eness, as is Stockport’s 
programme of film displays, entitled ‘‘ Man’s Industry and Invention.” 

News of extensions of the library services comes from two Surrey libraries which 
were inaugurated in the nineteen-thirties. Mitcham has opened a shop library at 
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Colliers Wood with 6,000 volumes and a full-time staff, and Beddington and Wallington 
have inaugurated a limited book delivery station of 2,000 volumes at Beddington, 
Liverpool reports the construction of new administrative offices, cataloguing department, 
‘etc., to offset. war damage in the Central Library. 

The Greater London Division of the A.A.L. is to be congratulated on their new 
venture, the monthly G.L.D. News, in which are contained reports of their informal 
meetings and announcements of monthly meetings. A very healthy interest is obvious 
among the younger members of this Division, and the attendance and volubility of 
the discussion at meetings must be most encouraging to the Divisional Gommittee. 

Well over a score of booklists have been received for mention, but unfortunately 
one can only say of too many of them that they would have been better not produced, 
Publicity must be attractive ; many of these booklists are positively depressing. It 
gives food for reflection that the best publicity frequently originates from the smaller 
libraries ; one wonders whether this is due to the fact that librarians of such libraries 
are by the very nature of their work, more in touch with the public and less encumbered 
with a host of administrative duties. The establishment of a publicity department in 
the larger libraries could easily overcome this. ; 

A series of booklists which stand out head and shoulders above the others are those 
issued by Cardiff dealing with the pamphlets deposited by the Board of Trade, in 
selected libraries, showing the results of the investigations of a number of specialists 
in Industrial Production, sent by the British and American governments to Germany 
to ascertain what new processes had been developed in recent years in the field of 
German technology. This creditable enterprise on the part of the City Librarian has 
been commended by the Board of Trade, who have also requested copies of Cardiff's 
lists for distribution to other libraries in the hope that they “‘ might be encouraged to 
render a similar service to their own local industries.” 

Among other lists of merit is Colchester’s ‘“‘ Books for the Practical Farmer,” well 
produced on good quality paper, with a delightful woodcut on its front page, Derby 
County’s “* Forty-four one-act plays for Women’s Institutes,” containing such useful 
information as fees for performances and conditions governing play-readings, Fulham's 
“* While you’ve been away,” a selection of books added during 1939-46, Hornsey’s 
“* Books of the Month,” Mitcham’s “* Technician’s Guide,” Paddington’s ** New Book- 
lists,” .Stockport’s ‘“‘ Are you interested in photography ” and ‘‘ Make the best of 
your food,” Swindon’s ‘Your Child’s Health’ and ‘‘ What shall I be,” and 
Wolverhampton’s “ Booklist.” Jslington’s Bulletin goes from strength to strength 
and now includes Borough Council News (one wonders why these two pages were 
printed upside down in the October issue), and one receives from it the impression of 
a very live library service. 

The general tenor of the Annual Reports* received is the same. All speak with relief 
at the return of some of their pre-war staff, but all complain of the dilapidated book- 
stock, the paucity of fiction and junior books and the rise in cost of both books and 
binding since 1939. It is obvious that most authorities will need to increase considerably 
their book and binding funds ; indeed, one of the most interesting features of the collec- 
tion of reports received is the discrepancy in the services provided in comparable 
towns. A good example can be seen in the two towns of Manchester and Liverpool, 


*It is correct to point out that through the lack of space forced on the Assistant by the paper shortage 
many of the reports commented on are already a year old. 
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= whose populations are roughly the same. Whereas the total expenditure at Manchester 
is £143,096, that at Liverpool is only £81,160 ; the former spends £20,714 on books, 
while the latter spends £13,275; the difference is again evident in like proportion in the 
respective expenditures on salaries, £56,166 and £34,798 respectively. While statistics 
can be most misleading, and while Liverpool has only 26 separate establishments against 
Manchester’s 34 and a staff of 416 compared with 297, the fact remains that Manchester 
spends 4s. 8d. per head of population on library provision compared with Liverpool’s 
2s. 4:35d., or nearly double ; it would seem that Liverpool has considerable leeway 
to make up before it provides a service comparable to its neighbour. 


The Manchester Corporation Act has received the Royal Assent so that the limita- 
tions on the use of the lecture theatre, imposed by library law, will be overcome and 
the theatre will be made more fully available for adult educational activities. One 
little known aspect of the work of the Manchester Libraries is their assistance to foreign, 
Dominion and colonial librarians in their study of librarianship ; several such students 
have passed through their hands under schemes sponsored by the British Council and 
the American and New Zealand fighting forces. Similar arrangements for librarians 
in this country to study overseas libraries would be welcome. 

In common with other libraries Blackburn devotes the leading chapter of its report 
to the book shortage and the length of time required to get books bound, sometimes 
as long as twelve months. Bridlington has as many as 40°9% of the population enrolled 
as members. Interesting innovations in their library service are the reduction of the 
period of loan of new fiction to seven days, and a limit of two fiction reservations per 
member at any one time. Chesterfield’s duplicated report contains a miscellaneous 
page of statistics of work performed by the staff during the year, the most striking 
feature of all being that 3,850 new readers were introduced to the library service and all 
were interviewed personally by a senior member of the staff. This practice is one that 
could profitably be employed by all libraries and should go far to promote happy 
and confident relations between public and staff. 

Clydebank’s report is a model of dignity. The Librarian has many extensions of 
the service in view but adds that none of these projects is likely to be carried out until . 
the 3d.-rate limitation is removed. The Library Committee express in the strongest 
possible terms the urgency for legislation to remove the limitation entirely so that 
“the library service can, in common with those of other Scottish towns, fulfil in a much 
more adequate sense the function for which it was establish 

Gateshead’s duplicated report shows a year of considerable progress, and every 
endeavour is being made to extend the work of the library to cultural activities. 
However, the total expenditure of £2,958 on new books for a town of 124,545 population 
and seven libraries is most inadequate as is the total expenditure per head of population, 
standing at 1s. 10d. 

Ipswich pleads for a higher book-fund. In 1938-39 the figure stood at £2,140, yet in 
1946-47 it has risen only to £2,295. The Librarian says, “ Is it remarkable that borrowers 
should cease to find the service of the excellence they have a right to demand, when the 
book-fund remains stationary in spite of the fact that before the war five books could 
be bought for £1 whilst now the average price of a volume is 8s. 10d?” Even so, Ipswich 
can show an increased issue of 106,043 over 1938-39. A Branch Library was opened in 
1940 and issued 94,169 books, yet no extra book-fund has been allocated. The whole 

rast teport is most depressing ; it speaks of inadequate library facilities and lack of space, 
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dearth of new books and staff working under disheartening conditions. Although} cor 
860,226 books were issued in 1945-46 only 5,683 new books were added. Ipswich ha 
the honour of being one of the first local authorities to have adopted the Public Librari« 
Acts ; its present record is a poor return for the work of the early pioneers who placed 
the town in the forefront of the library service. 


Rugby’s report contains some very apt remarks on book selection which is almos 
a lost art to-day ; one wonders how students of librarianship can be expected to tak 
this section of the examinations seriously when, as the report says, “* Book selection 
is no longer the studied, selective process it used to be. A book is bought nowaday 
because it happens to be there for the buying. The essential quality of the book i 
only discovered: after purchase. . . . The librarian who waits for a good review befor 
deciding that he requires a particular book usually finds that he has waited too lon 
—the small editions printed are often exhausted before the review appears.” Th 
whole report is live and interesting, and one gathers the impression that the people o 
Rugby have a very good library service at their disposal. 


The most important development at Swindon during the year has been the widenin 
of the scope of the Libraries and Museum Committee to include a wide range 0 
cultural activities, and its renaming as the Libraries, Museum, Arts and Music Com 
mittee. Its many activities have included a number of art exhibitions, a broadcast by 
the Chairman and Borough Treasurer, a Ballet Club, play-readings, lectures on dramati 
art, stamp displays, a Gramophone Society, and the Swindon Review, which is well know 
for the excellence of its production. In the world of cultural activities Swindon ha 
a leading position, and its annual report is an excellent example for others to imitate. 


"Oss 


The Brussels School of Librarianship 
John Smeaton 


N September, 1945, only a few months after the end of the war with Germany, 

and within a year of the liberation of Brussels, I obtained permission to spend 8 

week’s leave in the Belgian capital. My purpose was. to visit Belgian libraries, in 
the hope that the experience might prove of value to me in the sixth and seventh parts 
of the Final Examination, after my demobilization. 


I did gather many interesting facts, and I met a number of very helpful and 
hospitable Belgian librarians, but the most interesting information I received concerned 
the “* Ecole des Bibliothécaires de Bruxelles.” 


This school was founded in 1942 by M. Charles Depasse, Principal Inspector of 
Public Libraries to the Ministry of Public Instruction. Despite the German occupation, 
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considerable progress had already been made during the years 1942-44, but since the 
liberation the scope and value of the work of the school have been considerably extended. 

The raison d’étre of the school is the future establishment of a system of “ inter- 
mediate ” libraries in Belgium. At present, libraries there fall into one of two sharply 
defined classes, the large, scientific and learned libraries, or the small, poorly financed 
and ill-equipped public or communal libraries. Only in Antwerp, of all the cities of 


4m Belgium, is a library to be found which approaches British standards, and which is a 


municipal undertaking. This gap, however, it is hoped soon to fill, and plans are already 
being made to establish a system of “ bibliothéques publiques du degré moyen” 
throughout the country. M. Depasse is a tireless propagandist in this cause, and has 
great hopes of success. More important still, he has inspired in others his own 
enthusiasm, both as students and instructors. It is to train a nucleus of skilled librarians 
for the new libraries that the Brussels school has been established. 


In October, 1946, in response to an invitation from MM. Depasse and Van Bellaiengh, 
his principal assistant in the administration and organization of the school, I was able 
to revisit Brussels, and to lecture to the students on British Public Libraries. I was 
then able to learn in detail how the school was organized. 


The tuition is based on a three-year course, classes being held on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings and on Saturday afternoons from October until the following 
June. An educational standard equivalent to our Higher School Certificate is demanded 
of entrants, and an annual fee of 400 frs. (about £2 5s. Od.) is charged. The instruction 
is given by a body of professional experts and other specialists. The list of tutors 
comprises 50 names, and includes M. Lyna, Conservator-in-Chief of the Bibliothéque 
Royale, M. Schauwers, Conservator of Printed Books, and Mme. Kessels, of the Brussels 
University Library. 

The syllabus forms an interesting contrast to British practice. The first year includes 
184 hours of tuition, at the end of which an examination must be passed to gain entrance 
to the following year’s studies. An analysis of the time spent on various subjects is : 
Bibliographies and book selection in special subjects, 80 hours ; Library Economy, 
Organization and Administration, 51 hours ; Practical Bibliography, 22 hours ; Literary 
History, 10 hours ; Miscellaneous, 21 hours. 


In the second year, even more time is spent on these special bibliographies, 142 
hours altogether. Twelve hours are spent on administration and 28 on cataloguing and 
classification, which are not mentioned in the first year. Again, a qualifying examination 
admits to the third yedr, which consists of revision, and the preparation of a thesis, 
with a viva voce to follow, as in our Final, parts 6 and 7. 

- 


At the end of the full three-year course the successful student receives the 
of “ Gradué en Sciences Bibliothéconomiques et Bibliographiques.” 

The insistence upon learning so many bibliographies is due, M. Depasse informs me, 
to the absence of established libraries in which the students can gain practical experience 
and familiarize themselves with the actual books. It must be remembered that these 
students are enthusiasts, spending their time, energy and money in training for a 
profession which, as yet, has nothing to offer them beyond hope for the future. The 
faith and courage of all concerned, both students and instructors, is cheering and 
heartening to those who know the past and present condition of Belgian public libraries. 
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A.A.L. Correspondence Courses 


Correspondence Courses in the sections mentioned below will be arranged te 
from April to June of the following year, and from November to December of thy 
following year. The Courses, conducted under the auspices of the A.A.L. (Section ¢ 
the L.A.), comprise ten monthly lessons, consisting of a prescribed selection of technic; 
_ Treading, hints and advice on study and practical work and questions or subjects fay 

essays upon which the tutor will write comments or corrections. 


The subjects treated and the respective fees are as follows :— 


Entrance Examination——The Course covers the whole of the L.A. requirements fo 
this examination. Fee, £2 10s. Od. 


Registration Examination.—Group (a) (i) Classification—Fee, £1 15s. Od.; (ii 
Cataloguing—Fee, £1 15s. 0d. Group (5) (iii) and (iv) Bibliography and Assistance ty 
Readers in the choice of books—Fee, £2 10s. Od. Group (c) (v) Library Organizatioiiiy. 
and Administration—Fee, £1 15s. Od.; (vi) History of English Literature—Fe, 
£1 15s. Od. 


Final Examination—Part 1, Bibliography and Book Selection—Fee, £2 Os. 0d 
Part 2, Library Organization and General Librarianship—Fee, £20s.0d. Part 3, Library 
Routine and Administration : (a) Public Libraries—Fee, £2 Os. Od.; (6) University 
and College Libraries—Fee, £2 Os. Od.; (c) Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux—Fee, £2 Os. Od. Part 4, Literary Criticism and Appreciation: (a) Modem 
Literature—Fee, £20s.0d. Part 5, Specialist Certificates : (c) Advanced Classification— 
Fee, £1 15s. 0d. ; Advanced Cataloguing—Fee, £1 15s. Od. ; (d) Historical Bibilography 
—Fee, £2 Os. Od. 


Non-members of the Library Association are charged double fees. 


Students wishing to enter for a Course must obtain an application form from and 
send it (together with the appropriate fee) to the Joint Hon. Education Secretaries, Car- 
negie Library, Herne Hill Road, London, S.E.24. Applications must reach the above 
before 20th March and 20th October for the April and November courses respectively. 


Intermediate Revision Courses. 


Short revision courses in Classification and Cataloguing will be available to those 
members who have already sat for those parts of the Intermediate Examination (old 
syllagys) and failed, and are eligible to sit again in December 1947, Applications for 
theseWOurses must reach the Joint Hon. Education Secretaries on or before the 30th 
August, 1947. The fees for these courses will remain at £1 6s. 6d. per subject, but no 95 
stationery will be provided. ; 

$ 


Important.—Before entering for a course, students are particularly advised to make 
themselves familiar with the regulations governing the examination, as printed in The §, 
Library Association year book. Any queries concerning the examinations or the syllabus § , 
should be sent direct to The Library Association and not to The Association of Assistant §, 
Librarians. 
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Divisional Notes and News 


Owing to pressure on space, a number of Divisional Reports have been held over. 
pe Whey will be published as soon as possible. 
of th 
tion of Devon and Cornwall.—The Annual General Meeting of the Division was held at— 
chnicdiNewton Abbot on 22nd January, 1947. In the afternoon, the committee and general 
Cts folineetings were held in the local Council Chamber. Following tea, Mr. L. M. Harrod, 

ief Librarian of Islington, gave an interesting address entitled “‘ Where do we go from 
here?” describing the trend of libraries during the years before the war and the probable 
jirection of their future developments. After a discussion on some of the points raised, 
n instructive meeting was brought to a close by Mr. W. Best Harris, City Librarian of 
Plymouth, who thanked the speaker on behalf of the Division. 
A meeting was held at the Central Library, Plymouth, on 26th March, 1947, with 
. I. W. J. Snook, Deputy Librarian of Devon County Library, in the Chair. Mrs. 
. Frazer and Mr. A. F. Grist, both of the Paignton Branch of the Devon County 
ibrary, were welcomed as joint editors of the Divisional magazine, and pleasure was 
bxpressed that it was to be produced again after an enforced lapse of six years. At the 
s. Odfmelose of the business meeting, the challenge to a Round-the-table Brains Trust issued 
ibraryigpy the staff of the Plymouth Public Libraries was taken up by members, with Mr. F. C. P. 
ersitygucole, former Chief Librarian of Plymouth, as Question Master. All members present 
ationgook part, and there was some hilarity as well as interesting expressions of opinion on 
sdemfmprofessional matters. The thanks of the meeting were conveyed to Mr. Cole by Mr. 
ion—mw. W. Yeates, Deputy Librarian of Plymouth, while Mrs. L. Ridler of Newton Abbot 
aphygethanked the Plymouth staff for the excellent arrangements. 


East Midland.—A joint meeting of the Division and of the North Midland Branch 
of The Library Association was held at the Central Library, Northampton on 28th 
lovember, 1946. Three papers were read: ‘“‘ Notes on the work of an A.A.L. 
orrespondence Tutor,” by Miss M. U. Robinson; ‘“ Problems of correspondence 
how courses,” by H. A. Whatley ; and “‘ Notes on examinations,” by Miss D. M. Morris. 
vely It is hoped to print one or more of these papers in a future issue of the Assistant. 

‘ After the meeting, members were invited to visit the famous modelling works of 

Mr. W. J. Bassett-Lowke, and were entertained to tea at the firm. 


Greater London.—The following have been elected to the Divisional Committee for 
hose #1947 : Messrs. E. V. Corbett and S. H. Horrocks, Miss G. S. Smith, Messrs. E. A. Baker, 
(old #W. S. Hudson, L. J. Shaw, O. S. Tomlinson, L. M. Payne, C. D. Overton, H. A. Izant, 
} for § Mrs. F. M. Hobson. The above list is in order of voting. 
10th At the December, 1946, informal meeting, the audience of nearly 100 was pleasantly 
tno Bsurprised by an unexpected visit from Mr. Carl B. Milam, Secretary of the American 
Library Association, who was good enough to invite and answer questions on the 
American library scene. After his departure, Mr. E. V. Corbett opened a brief but 
spirited discussion:on “‘ What’s wrong with librarianship as a profession ? ” 
ake At the 16th January informal meeting, Mr. W. Howard Phillips opened a discussion 
The § on library rules entitled : ‘‘ 1d. to pay.” A profitable and entertaining meeting resulted 
bus Bon arguments about and around the pages in Brown’s Manual, dealing with rules and 
ant B regulations. Mr. S. Kees, a student at the London University School of Librarianship 
expressed the thanks of the meeting to Mr. Phillips. 
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The Annual General Meeting was held on 13th February, when deservedly kind thing’ 
were said of the retiring Chairman, Miss G. S. Smith, and the Hon. Secretary, Miss E. |) 
Willson, who have put in much hard work for the Division. It was appropriate that ir 
discussion on “‘ Women in Librarianship ” which followed later in the evening shou 
have been opened by these ladies. Mr. R. J. Hoy, the Chairman for 1947, capab 
























controlled the discussion, and a vote of thanks was carried with acclamation on ty lib 
motion of Mr. E. T. Bryant. About 60 members attended, three-quarters of them ladiafiF’”" 
but despite many references to a “ sex war,” an air of amity abounded. T 
The informal meeting on 13th March took the form of a “‘ quiz,” compiled by C 
Stanley Snaith, who was prevented by illness from being present as Question Maste. ; 


The teams consisted of students from the City of London College and University Co 
and librarians from the Division. The first half was a general “* quiz” with a literan 
flavour, and at the interval the score was almost even. After the interval the “‘ quiz 
turned to library matters, and the final score was Students 64, Librarians 574. 


North-Western (Liverpool and District).—During the period September to December 
1946, three general meetings of the Liverpool and District Branch have been hel 
These have been held at widely separated centres, the first at the Harold Cohen Libray 
(Liv zrpool University), the second at Chester Public Library, and the third at Birkenhe: 
Central Library. All three meetings were well attended. At Chester there were ov 
ninety members, and at both the other meetings over eighty. These figures indicate th 
fine support the branch committee is receiving from the members. Cor 

The meeting at the Harold Cohen Library, on 23rd September, was organize 
primarily for the benefit of the junior members of public library staffs, the object beir 
to give them first-hand knowledge of the work and layout of a large university libr 
Mr. K. Povey, the Librarian, gave an address on the function, scope and working of me 
university library, and members of his staff explained points of interest in the buildin 
and answered many queries. 

On 18th October, the branch held its first meeting in the Chester Public Library , 
by kind invitation of the Chester Library Committee. The proceedings consisted of # - 
symposium entitled: ‘‘ Are we necessary, or the future of the library profession. 
Three papers were given by Mr. G. A. Carter (Warrington), Mr. E. B. Irvine (Wallasey), 
and Mr. F. E. Ferry (Gateshead), and were all warmly received. 

The third meeting was held at Birkenhead Central Library on 19th November by 
kind invitation of the Libraries Committee. Prior to the meeting, members were givelh, . 
an opportunity of looking round the building, one of the most modern in the Merseysideg ™ 
area. Mr. G. L. Evans of Birkenhead read a paper entitled ; “* Books and barbed wire," 
dealing with the speaker’s experiences as organizer and administrator of various P.O.W. 
Libraries in Germany whilst he was a prisoner-of-war. Following this, Miss Lawley * 
(Lancaster) and Miss N. T. Hormell opened a discussion. ‘‘ To start you talking,” dl 
providing many sallies for the members to follow up. Mr. A. G. Wood (St. Helen’s), 
supported by Mr. J. S. Parsonage (Liverpool), proposed a vote of thanks to the Birken-§ P 


head Committee and staff, and to the speakers. } 
On Saturday, 14th December, ninety-four members enjoyed a social evening at the} ” 
Castle Café, Liverpool. ( 


South-Eastern.—A valiant band of enthusiasts braved the ice and snow to attend 4 
meeting at Worthing on 5th February, 1947. After a tea dance at the Pier Pavilion, 
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embers adjourned to the Central Public Library, where the meeting took the form of a 
Brains Trust.” Miss E. Gerard (Worthing) acted as Question Master, and those 
cing part were: Miss D. Baker (Hastings), Mr. H. K. G. Bearman (West Sussex), 
fiss W. Fox (Worthing), Miss H. Green (Hove), Mr. H. G. Holloway (Eastbourne), 
. W. Mabey (Brighton) and Mr. R. Rowsell (East Sussex). Questions were confined 
; library or literary matters, and speakers and listeners had an enjoyable and amusing 
ening. The “ Brains Trust ” was preceded by a short business meeting. 


The Officers for 1947 are :— 

Chairman: Mr..H. K. G. Bearman (West Sussex). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer : Miss G. Dean (Worthing). 

Hon. Auditors: Miss E. Young and Miss K. Mardall (Brighton). 


orrespondence 


Public Library, 
Gateshead, 
he Editor, The Library Assistant. Co. Durham. 
Sir,— 
Further to W. J. Murison’s letter in the November-December, 1946, issue of 
The Library Assistant dealing with Mr. Berwick Sayers’ pamphlet The Library 
Committee, may I draw attention to two more apparent discrepancies ? 


: On page 6 of the pamphlet, Mr. Sayers states that in the cases of county boroughs, 
range Coroughs and urban districts, library committees are statutory, that is (in the accepted 
meaning of the word), obligatory by law. Surely this is not so. Such committees 
as the Water, Public Health, and, in certain cases, Finance, are statutory, but even in 
Scottish burghs (vide Public Libraries (Scotland) Act, 1887) and the county councils 
of Northern Ireland (vide Public Libraries (Northern Ireland) Act, 1924) both of 
which, having adopted the Acts, must appoint library committees, the actual adoption 
is purely permissive. In England and Wales, the permissive element extends to the 
appointment of committees (Public Libraries Act, 1892, sect. 15).in county boroughs, 
boroughs and urban districts. The committees, once formed, are “ standing,” but not 
“ statutory.” 

i There appears to be some confusion on page 7 of the pamphlet with regard to rating 
ysides in Scotland. Mr. Sayers states that Scottish burghs, having the power to become library 
ire,” authorities, may also be: called upon “ to contribute an additional sum for library 
).WEE purposes to the county education rate.” In actual fact, burghs which are library 
wie authorities (and the passage referred to would appear to be dealing with such) have no 
ng." choice in the matter. Under the Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1929, burghs 
n’s),§ (except Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Dundee) being library authorities, must 
ken-§ Pay the county education rate in addition to levying their own library rate—a very 
sore point north of the Border, and one which, in view of the recent removal of rate 
t they limitation in Northern Ireland (Sect. 26 of The Public Health and Local Government 
(Administrative Provisions) Northern Ireland Act, 1946) it is hoped will be the subject 

. of amending legislation, together with a corresponding removal of the 3d. rate limit. 
nd a 


en : Yours faithfully, E. F. BERRY. 
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Central Library, 

Guildhall, 
The Editor, The Library Assistant. Cambridge. 
Sir,— 
The letter in your November-December issue, from my friend, Mr. Sharr, posg 
questions which are not, I think, quite so easily answered as he imagines. 
The whole country is not yet covered by both L.A. Branches and A.A.L. Division; 
East Anglia, for example, has no L.A. Branch, perhaps because of the comparative) 
small number of individual library systems in a large area, a good proportion 9 
them, however, with staffs of ten and more. Some A.A.L. Divisions, too, have thrive 
at least partly, because librarians have “* pushed ” them so hard that they never haj 
time to pause for breath. This was certainly true of Kent in the "thirties and eve 
during the war years. (Both your Kent Division and the Kent Sub-Branch of th 
L.A. grew out of the Kent Library Guild, for the formation of which Mr. F. J. Cooper 
of Lincoln, then of Folkestone, was primarily responsible.: their continuous existengs HO! 
in the East of the County during the war years was largely possible because of th 
regular hospitality at Canterbury of Mr. Higenbotham and his Deputy, Mr. Butcher, 
Nearly all of us in Kent, chiefs and staffs alike, were young, too young to kno 
any better (thank Heaven !), and the mixture at meetings produced something muc 
more like an undergraduate’s party, sometimes like the Mad Hatter’s Party (mor! 
thanks to Heaven !), than a comparatively sober conference of personnel ! 
Provided that both L.A. and A.A.L. can each build locally on a firm basis, I agre 
with Mr. Sharr that regular Joint Meetings are a mistake. Why not a well-shakes staf 
mixture ? 
The A.A.L. has much to give and to expect from its members—far more, in my 
view, than a new Junior or Students’ Section of the L.A., with a much more circum 
scribed field of activity, could ever give or expect. Let us rejoice in its anomalow 
existence. Personally, I value its traditions, its work today, and my own debt to il 
so highly that it will be a source of great satisfaction to me to go on “ pushing,”’ though had 
not now up the lovely hills of Kent. 













Yours sincerely, gre: 
W. A. MUNFORD 
(Borough Librarian). wil 
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